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Centre Guidance: Assessment Evidence 
Assessment of the RSPH Level 2 Award in Using Aluminium Phosphide Safely for the Management of Vertebrate Pests

The above qualification consists of two units:
Unit 1: Understand the safe use of aluminium phosphide for vertebrate pest management

Unit 2: Carry out procedures for the use of aluminium phosphide in the management of vertebrate pests.

Unit 1 

This is assessed by an examination provided by RSPH. The candidate scripts are marked by centre assessors and the marked scripts are forwarded to the External Verifier (EV) with the evidence of assessment for unit 2.

In the event that a candidate does not provide evidence of achievement of the learning outcomes for unit 1 in the examination, assessors can ask the candidate additional questions relevant to the learning outcomes during the practical assessment. These questions and the candidate responses must be recorded, for example by use of the RSPH Question Record Form and the assessor should include this record in the material sent to the EV.
Unit 2

This is assessed by tutors at the centre, or by tutors travelling to the place of work of the candidate.  Tutors will develop their own assessment protocol but must ensure that the assessment enables the candidate to provide evidence of achievement for all of the learning outcomes in the unit and is able to meet all of the assessment criteria. 
The tutor will need to provide evidence of assessment for each candidate for all of the learning outcomes. This should be provided in an evidence portfolio and the Candidate Assessment Summary Form should be used to indicate where in the portfolio the evidence of assessment for each of the learning outcomes is located. 

Specific guidance relating to the type of assessment evidence that might be suitable is shown below. Please note that other assessment methods and evidence of assessment are also possible. Tutors / assessors might also find the generic guidance for assessing candidates of use. This can be found in the centre area of the RSPH web-site. 
Tutors should note that the External Verifier will require copies or lists of everything that was made available to the candidates during the assessment. This will include copies of any photographs and scenarios used and lists of all equipment and specimens provided.
Submission of Evidence of Assessment

Centres should submit the following for each candidate:

· A marked exam paper for unit one.

· A list of supplementary questions and the candidate answers if the candidate did not achieve the required mark for any of the learning outcomes.

· A portfolio of evidence for unit 2

· A completed Candidate Assessment Summary Form detailing where the evidence for each of the learning outcomes and assessment criteria can be found in the portfolio, and whether or not the candidate has achieved these.

· A signed Evidence Portfolio front sheet.

Centres should submit the following for each cohort:

· Copies of all photographs, scenarios, plans etc made available to the candidate as part of the assessment for unit 2.
· A list of all other material supplied, such as specimens, PPE and RPE, used in the assessment.

Centres may also find it useful to submit a summary mark sheet for the cohort of candidates for the examination. A form for this purpose is available in the Centre area of the RSPH web-site (www.rsph.org.uk/centrearea ).
This evidence should be submitted to your External Verifier, contact details for your EV will be supplied to you when you register your candidates.

Assessment of Unit 2:  Carry out procedures for the use of aluminium phosphide in the management of vertebrate pests
	
	Content
	Possible evidence of assessment
	Possible method of assessment

	
	
	
	

	1
	Be able to carry out procedures prior to using aluminium phosphide for vertebrate pest management.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	1.1
	Conduct a site survey: Site survey is carried out appropriately; presence of pest identified; extent of pest activity and damage to site and surrounding area assessed; site checked for presence of non-target species that may affect use of aluminium phosphide; location of burrows and access points identified; presence of any feature that may affect decision to use aluminium phosphide noted.
	Observation and questioning by assessor.

Photographic evidence (candidate pointing out specific features of site).

Commentary by candidate during course of survey (written or digitally recorded).

Collection of evidence of pest activity.

Candidate notes taken during survey.
Answers to written exercise.
	Practical exercise. 

Written exercise. Photographs can be used to enable candidate to identify evidence of pest activity and presence of non-target species. Specimens of droppings etc can also be provided.

	
	
	
	

	1.2
	Carry out health and safety, COSHH and environmental risk assessments: Suitable risk assessments for the use of aluminium phosphide carried out; hazards and risks noted; appropriate control methods and safe operating procedures proposed; alternative exclusion and control methods considered; environmental risk assessment considers risk of aluminium phosphide entering water courses and drains, damage to non-target species, crops and amenities, vicinity of buildings and significance of protected areas established under Articles 6 and 7 of Directive 2000/60/EC or subsequent Articles and Directives.
	Completed assessments

Questioning

Observation

Commentary by candidate
	Can be written exercise using information provided such as maps, photographs, narrative. 
Could be required to answer specific written (or oral) qstns relating to alternative exclusion and control methods, what to do re. protected areas etc.

	
	
	
	

	1.3
	Select and put on appropriate PPE and RPE: Appropriate PPE and RPE for use of aluminium phosphide selected, checked for faults and worn/used correctly; cartridge of respirator checked before use.
	Candidate selects appropriate equipment from range provided (list of what is available for selection required by EV).

Observation and questioning.
	Practical exercise

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2
	Be able to use aluminium phosphide safely for managing vertebrate pests.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2.1
	Prepare the site: Safety and exclusion signs positioned appropriately; access points to burrows sealed and marked; exclusion zone set up; risk areas identified; presence of target species below ground in treatment area confirmed; absence of non-target species confirmed; vegetation cleared from area as required.
	Observation

Questioning

Commentary by candidate

Photographic evidence
	Practical exercise.
Written exercise. Candidate can indicate on a map or plan provided where safety and exclusion signs would be positioned and mark out the risk area.

Presence / absence of target and non target species can be assessed as for 1.1

	
	
	
	

	2.2
	Prepare Aluminium phosphide for use: Identify product to be used; instructions on product label and manufacturers’ safety data sheets checked; aluminium phosphide prepared for use in accordance with product label and other safety instructions; correct applicator for the product and formulation selected; account taken of wind direction before pesticide container opened; applicator loaded in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions; appropriate PPE and RPE worn throughout operation and control measures with regard to individual, other people, non-target species and the environment as stated in the risk assessment are complied with.
	Observation

Questioning

Commentary
	Practical exercise

	
	
	
	

	2.3
	Apply Aluminium phosphide: Applicator used correctly to apply aluminium phosphide to target area; aluminium phosphide only applied in appropriate conditions and to control target animal, pesticide applied at a rate appropriate for the target animal; amount of pesticide applied appropriate for the size of the area treated; requirement to use entire flask.
	Observation

Questioning

Commentary
	Practical exercise

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	3
	Be able to carry out post-operational procedures following the use of aluminium phosphide for vertebrate pest management.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	3.1
	Clean and store equipment: Application equipment and containers vented of any remaining aluminium phosphide safely; vented containers are packaged and labelled appropriately for later disposal as hazardous waste; application equipment inspected after cleaning for wear and damage; application equipment and packaged used containers are secured appropriately in vehicle.
	Observation

Questioning

Commentary

Copies of labels

Photographs of equipment etc in vehicle.
	Practical exercise

	
	
	
	

	3.2
	Dispose of pesticide residues safely: Aluminium phosphide residues deactivated and disposed of in accordance with guidance in safety data sheets or recognised codes of practice.
	Observation

Questioning

Commentary
	Practical exercise

	
	
	
	

	3.3
	Complete application records: Appropriate application records and treatment records completed correctly; copy of records left with appropriate person on site.
	Completed records
	Written exercise, candidate could be provided with account of treatment carried out and asked to complete application and treatment records. 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	4
	Be able to explain procedures for the safe use of aluminium phosphide.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	4.1
	Reasons for pre treatment procedures: Candidate is able to explain actions that he/she takes when carrying out pre-treatment procedures.
	Questioning


	Questioning during practical exercises

	
	
	
	

	4.2
	Actions required when using aluminium phosphide: Candidate is able to explain actions that he/she takes when using aluminium phosphide.
	Questioning
	Questioning during practical exercises

	
	
	
	

	4.3
	Reasons for post-operational procedures: Candidate is able to explain actions that he/she takes when carrying out post-operational procedures.
	Questioning
	Questioning during practical exercises


Summary of possible assessment methods
	Assessment Method
	Task
	Assessment Criterion

	
	
	

	Written assessment
	Identify signs of damage, presence of pests, presence of non-target species, identify burrow systems etc  from photographs
	1.1, 2.1

	
	Produce suitable risk assessments from information provided such as maps, photographs, written accounts.
	1.2

	
	Mark on a map or diagram position of safety or exclusion signs, risk area, extent of exclusion zone.
	2.1

	
	Complete application records from account of treatment provided
	3.3

	Practical assessment
	Conduct a site survey. 
	1.1

	
	Select appropriate PPE and RPE
	1.3

	
	Demonstrate sealing of access points of burrows, clearing of vegetation
	2.1

	
	Prepare aluminium phosphide for use
	2.2

	
	Apply aluminium phosphide
	2.3

	
	Clean and store equipment
	3.1

	
	Dispose of pesticide residues
	3.2
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